
Indiana State Law pertaining to Animals:  
 
IC 15-20 
ARTICLE 20. ANIMAL CONTROL 
IC 15-20-1 
Chapter 1. Liability for Dog Bites 
 
IC 15-20-1-1 
Political subdivision powers 
Sec. 1. This chapter does not limit the power of an agency of the 
state or a political subdivision to adopt a rule or an ordinance that 
does not conflict with this chapter. 
As added by P.L.2-2008, SEC.11. 
 
IC 15-20-1-2 
Owner 
Sec. 2. As used in this chapter, owner means the owner of a dog. 
The term includes a person who possesses, keeps, or harbors a dog. 
As added by P.L.2-2008, SEC.11. 
 
IC 15-20-1-3 
Dog bite liability 
Sec. 3. (a) If a dog, without provocation, bites a person: 
(1)who is acting peaceably; and 
(2)who is in a location where the person may be required to be in order to discharge a 
duty imposed upon the person by: 
(A)the laws of Indiana; 
(B)the laws of the United States; or 
(C)the postal regulations of the United States; 
the owner of the dog is liable for all damages suffered by the person 
bitten. 
(b) The owner of a dog described in subsection (a) is liable for 
damages even if: 
(1)the dog has not previously behaved in a vicious manner; or 
(2)the owner has no knowledge of prior vicious behavior by the 
dog. 
As added by P.L.2-2008, SEC.11. 
 
IC 15-20-1-4 
Dog bite liability; criminal offense 
Sec. 4. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), the owner of a 
dog commits a Class C misdemeanor if: 
(1)the owner recklessly, knowingly, or intentionally fails to take reasonable steps to 
restrain the dog; 
(2)the dog enters property other than the property of the dogs owner; and 
(3)as the result of the owners failure to restrain the dog, the 



dog bites or attacks another person without provocation, 
resulting in bodily injury to the other person. 
(b)The offense under subsection (a) is: 
(1)a Class B misdemeanor if the person has been convicted of one (1) previous unrelated 
violation of this section; 
(2)a Class A misdemeanor if: 
(A)the person has been convicted of more than one (1) 
previous unrelated violation of this section; or 
(B)the violation results in serious bodily injury to a person; 
(3)a Class D felony if the owner recklessly violates this section and the violation results 
in the death of a person; and 
(4)a Class C felony if the owner intentionally or knowingly violates this section and the 
violation results in the death of a person. 
(c)This subsection does not apply to a nonaggressive dog that goes beyond the owners 
premises onto agricultural or forested land. 
An owner of a dog commits a Class D infraction if the owner of the 
dog allows the dog to stray beyond the owners premises, unless the 
dog is under the reasonable control of an individual or the dog is 
engaged in lawful hunting and accompanied by the owner or a 
custodian of the dog. However, the offense is a Class C infraction if 
the owner has a prior unrelated judgment for a violation of this 
subsection. 
As added by P.L.2-2008, SEC.11. 
 
IC 15-20-1-5 
Wolf hybrid and coydog liability; criminal offenses 
Sec. 5. (a) The following definitions apply throughout this 
section: 
(1)Coydog means: 
(A)an animal that is the offspring of a coyote and another 
animal; or 
(B)an animal that is the offspring of: 
(i)an animal that is the offspring of a coyote and another 
animal; and 
(ii)another animal. 
(2)Secure enclosure means an outdoor pen that is: 
(A)roofed or that has sides at least six (6) feet tall; and 
(B)constructed in such a manner that the type of animal 
contained within the pen cannot reasonably be expected to 
escape. 
(3)Wolf hybrid means: 
(A)an animal that is the offspring of a wolf and another 
animal; or 
(B)an animal that is the offspring of: 
(i)an animal that is the offspring of a wolf and another 
animal; and 



(ii)another animal. 
(b) An owner of a wolf hybrid or coydog shall: 
(1)keep the animal in a building or secure enclosure; or 
(2)keep the animal: 
(A)under the reasonable control of an individual; and 
(B)on a leash not more than eight (8) feet in length. 
Subject to subsections © and (d), an owner who does not comply 
with this subsection commits a Class B infraction. An owner who 
merely tethers or chains a coydog or wolf hybrid does not comply 
with this subsection. 
(c)Subject to subsection (d), an owner of a wolf hybrid or coydog commits a Class B 
misdemeanor if the owner recklessly, knowingly, or intentionally fails to comply with 
subsection (b) and: 
(1)the wolf hybrid or coydog enters property other than the property of the owner; and 
(2)the wolf hybrid or coydog causes damage to livestock or the personal property of 
another individual. 
(d)The offense under subsection © is: 
(1)a Class A misdemeanor if the owner has one (1) prior 
unrelated conviction under this section; 
(2)a Class D felony if: 
(A)the owner has more than one (1) prior unrelated 
conviction for a violation under this section; or 
(B)the owner knowingly, intentionally, or recklessly fails to comply with subsection (b) 
and the failure to comply results in serious bodily injury to a person; and 
(3)a Class C felony if the owner knowingly, intentionally, or recklessly fails to comply 
with subsection (b) and the failure to comply results in the death of a person. 
(e)Notwithstanding IC 36-1-3-8(a), a unit (as defined in 
 
IC 36-1-2-23) may adopt an ordinance: 
(1)prohibiting a person from possessing a wolf hybrid or 
coydog; or 
(2)imposing: 
(A)a penalty of more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) up 
to the limits prescribed in IC 36-1-3-8(a)(10)(B) for a 
violation of subsection (b); or 
(B)conditions on the possession of a wolf hybrid or coydog 
that are more stringent than the provisions of subsection (b). 
As added by P.L.2-2008, SEC.11. 
 
IC 15-20-1-6 
Dog bite liability: exceptions 
Sec. 6. An owner of a dog is exempt under section 4 of this 
chapter if the dog commits an act described in section 4 of this 
chapter during the period that the dog is owned by: 
(1)the United States; 
(2)an agency of the United States; or 



(3)a governmental entity (as defined in IC 34-6-2-49); 
and the dog is engaged in assisting the owner or the owners agent in 
the performance of law enforcement or military duties. 
As added by P.L.2-2008, SEC.11. 
 
IC 15-20-1-7 
Impoundment of animals; probable cause 
Sec. 7. If a law enforcement officer or any other person having 
authority to impound animals has probable cause to believe that there 
has been a violation of section 4 of this chapter, IC 35-46-3-6 
applies. 
As added by P.L.2-2008, SEC.11. 
 
IC 35-46-3-1 Harboring a non-immunized dog.  
Your dog must be immunized against Rabies. Rabies can only be administered in the 
State of Indiana by a Licensed Veterinarian. Class C Infraction / Results in injury to a 
person Class B Misdemeanor  
Definitions Sec. 0.5. The following definitions apply throughout this chapter:(1) 
Abandon means to desert an animal or to leave the animal permanently in a place without 
making provision for adequate long term care of the animal. The term does not include 
leaving an animal in a place that is temporarily vacated for the protection of human life 
during a disaster.  
(2) Beat means to unnecessarily or cruelly strike an animal, or to throw the animal against 
an object causing the animal to suffer severe pain or injury. The term does not include 
reasonable training or disciplinary techniques.  
(3)  Mutilate means to wound, injure, maim, or disfigure an animal by irreparably 
damaging the animals body parts or to render any part of the animals body useless. The 
term includes bodily injury involving:  
(A) serious permanent disfigurement;  
(B) serious temporary disfigurement;  
(C) permanent or protracted loss or impairment of the function of a bodily part or organ; 
or (D) a fracture.  
(4)  Neglect means to:  
(A) endanger an animals health by failing to provide the animal with food or drink, if the 
animal is dependent upon the person for the provision of food or drink; or  
(B) restrain an animal for more than a brief period by the use of a rope, chain, or tether 
that:  
(i) is less than three (3) times the length of the animal;  
(ii) is too heavy to permit the animal to move freely; or (iii) causes the animal to choke.  
(5)  Torture means:  
(A) to inflict extreme physical pain or injury on an animal with the sole intent of 
increasing or prolonging the animals pain; or  
(B) to administer poison to a cat or dog, or expose a cat or dog to a poisonous substance 
with the intent that the cat or dog ingest the substance and suffer harm, pain, or physical 
injury.  
 



IC 35-46-3-7 Abandonment / neglect of vertebrae animal  
Class B Misdemeanor  
 
IC 35-46-3-12 Knowingly / Intentionaly,beats, tortures, mutilates, or kills a vertebrate 
animal commits animal cruelty  
Class A Misdemeanor  
 
IC 35-46-3-12 Beating, torturing, mutilating, or killing a vertebrate animal without 
justification with the intent to threaten, intimidate, coerce, harass or terrorize a family or 
household member  
Class D Felony 


